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Fortunate one brings X Factor to Blues line-up

FORMER X Factor star Jakiel
Mariner has a new name, but
the same attitude, as he pre-
pares for NSW under-20s
State of Origin clash with
Queensland today.

Mariner goes by the sur-
name Fuimaono in the boy

band Fortunate, which
reached the finals of X Factor
two years ago.

The band, which also in-
cludes Mariner’s brothers Izaia
and Jaye and close friend Jo-
seph, has a following of more
than 10,000 fans on Twitter.

While Mariner has loved
the success, it never replaced
his desire to play rugby league.

After returning from two
years out of the game, Mariner
has adopted his new name to
take the focus off his stage per-
sona. Mariner is still juggling
his performing duties in Fortu-
nate with his career in the
Roosters’ Holden Cup team.

“I’ve done five weeks con-
secutively where I’ve played a
game,’’ Mariner said. 

“I’ve gone straight to the
airport and flown to one of our
shows interstate.

“We’re going to America
after the season finishes for
about six weeks.”

Fortunate has a worldwide
fan base. “We’ve got people
calling from America who
don’t know what rugby league
is,” Mariner said.Mariner performing on stage.

SAM ALEXANDER

UNDER 20S ORIGIN: NSW V QLD

 WITH ANOTHER ORIGIN SERIES LOOMING, RUGBY LEAGUE WRITER JOSH MASSOUD LOOKS AT THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF STARS WHO WILL BATTLE OUT FOR THEIR STATES AT SPORTINGBET STADIUM TONIGHT

JAKE MAMO
Club: Newcastle Knights
Position: Fullback/Wing
Junior Club: Ourimbah Magpies
î The tearaway style of Mamo’s NRL 
debut two weeks ago evoked memories 
Adam ‘Mad Dog’ MacDougall – and the 
19-year-old can see why. “I was never 
the most talented kid, so I would always 
just run as hard as I could,” he said. This 
is Mamo’s first sky blue jersey, a 
landmark achievement given he was 
consistently overlooked by junior 
representative selectors while growing 
up on the Central Coast. 
He was also knocked back from his first 
SG Ball trial with the Knights, but 
wowed fans in Holden Cup last year, 
scoring 22 tries. Time away from the 
spotlight has made Mamo proficient in 
other areas – he learned to make a 
decent espresso coffee at his 
mum’s café in Tuggerah.

CLINT GUTHERSON
Club: Manly Sea Eagles
Position: Fullback
Junior Club: Cromer Kingfishers 
(Northern Beaches)
î Gutherson’s father, John, played 
for Manly, but his sporting path 
began in rugby union at school. “I 
didn’t actually start playing league 
until I was 12,” he revealed. “I 
preferred league because it’s more 
physical.” Gutherson spent his childhood watching 

footy on the hill at Brookvale, but his most 
cherished memory is drawn from Homebush in
2008. “I was there when we beat Melbourne 
40-0 to win the grand final,” Gutherson said. “I
was sitting behind the posts at the end Steve
Menzies scored his try. It was amazing”. So too
was Gutherson’s surprise taste of NRL in round
26 last year. “I haven’t had another shot, which
is a little bit frustrating because it’s hard to go
back down once you’ve had that exposure to
first grade,” he said.

JAKE TRBOJEVIC
Club: Manly Sea Eagles
Position: Prop
Junior Club: Mona Vale 
Raiders (Northern 
Beaches)
î Daly Cherry-Evans 
has absorbed much of 
the flak for Glenn 
Stewart leaving Manly, 
but there’s much more 
method to the club’s madness. The Sea 
Eagles view Trbojevic and his younger 
sibling, Tom, as the club’s next brotherly 
partnership. The fact they are local boys 
make their long term combination more 
desirable, with officials working overtime 
to lock-up the pair. Penrith are rumoured 
to be interested in Trbojevic, who made 
his NRL debut in round 26 last year. “I 
can’t really see myself leaving Manly,” he 
said. “I absolutely love the club.” 

MITCHELL MOSES
Club: Wests Tigers
Position: Five eighth
Junior Club: Holy Cross
Rhinos (Ryde)
î The nephew of 
former NSW and 
Australian star Benny 
Elias could emerge as 
another member of 
Parramatta’s lost legion 
of stars. Moses started off in the Eels 
system at Harold Matthews level, only to 
defect to his uncle’s colours. “I felt there 
was more of a chance for me at the Tigers,” 
Moses said. Yet to debut, Moses hit the 
headlines 12 months ago when Wests 
officials chose to secure him and close mate 
Luke Brooks. “It wasn’t the case that I only 
stayed because Luke did, but I definitely 
think I play my best football alongside him.” 
That’s no surprise, given the pair were 
halves partners throughout high school. So 
what must Moses do to join his buddy in 
first grade? “I need to stay calm at key 
moments, and not always go for the big 
play,” he said.

JACK BIRD
Club: St George 
Illawarra Dragons
Position: Second row
Junior Club: Berkeley 
Eagles (Wollongong)
î Not unlike his more 
illustrious namesake, 
Bird carries a roguish 
swagger from a bygone 
era when young men didn’t take their 
dress sense and hairstyle so seriously. 
The 19-year-old suffered a major setback 
in 2012, when he tore his ACL while filling-
in for his cousin in a social OzTag match. 
He was then diagnosed with rhuematoid 
arthritis later that year, and now requires 
medication costing $26,000 annually to 
play. Bird’s next challenge is to stack 5kg 
onto his 91kg frame in order to reach NRL 
level. “The club has got me in on my days 
off to make sure I eat properly and 
regularly,” Bird said. “I also do four weights 
sessions every week.” 

PAULI PAULI
Club: Parramatta Eels
Position: Prop

Junior Club: Hills District Bulls
î The definition of a gentle giant away from the paddock, this 116kg 
man mountain is studying to become a pastor. “I pray before every 
game,” Pauli reveals. “Religion and music are my two passions outside 
football.” The 19-year-old recently chose rugby league over a career in 
boxing, having won four amateur fights in his early teens.
“I prefer footy because it’s a team sport,” he said. “With boxing, it’s just 
you inside the ring.” Having kept his spot on the Eels bench since 
debuting in round four, Pauli still can’t believe his luck. “I honestly never 
thought I’d get this far,” he said. “I thought footy would just be a fun 
thing and then I’d go and get a normal job.”

Mariner in Roosters gear. 

Future in their hands


